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Abstract 
The present study was aimed to develop a scale of Principle of Suitability for Children (PSCS). Research has been carried out on 
245 teachers, (126 (52%) of them are working in general education classes and 119 (48%) of them are working in kindergarten 
classes), from two different branches. The opinions of the teachers with regard to the principle of suitability for children have 
been evaluated by using PSCS. In order to test the factor structure of PSCS, explanatory factor analyses were conducted. As a 
result of this factor analysis, it was determined that PSCS consists of 35 items under two independent factors named as Internal 
Structural Features (17 items) and Formal Structural Features (18 items). Lastly, to examine the reliability of PSCS, the inner-
consistency of whole scale and its sub factors, split-half and test re-test reliability scores were calculated and observed to have an 
adequate level. 
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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1. Introduction 
Children’s Literature (CL) is generally defined as good quality trade books (e.g., prose, poetry, fiction and 
nonfiction, etc.) for children to be a sensitive reader from birth to adolescence (Lynch-Brown & Tomlinson, 2005). 
Due to this definition, the most important arguments in this regard are related to both definition of being a sensitive 
reader and determining the criteria of good quality books according to the needs of the children. Sever (2007, 2008) 
indicated that only the term of reading a lot is not enough to explain the term of being a sensitive reader. According 
to his view, being a sensitive reader requires some more functional reading skills like “a sense of mother-tongue” 
(native language) including the comprehension of the structures, rules and expressions of the language, “reading 
habit” and “reading culture”. The basic assumption from this line of research in the literature pointed that only if the 
child confront with the good quality trade books as early as possible in his\her reading experiences, he\she can gain 
such skills which make him\her be a sensitive reader in his\her future life (Aslan, 2008; Sever & Aslan, 2008; Sever, 
2007, 2008). Taking into consideration of these crucial functions of books in CL, the question of which indicators 
have to be appeared in children’s books to fulfill the criteria of being good quality book have been investigating for 
last few decades.  
The consensus of the outcomes of literature (Aslan, 2008; Carter, 1988; Chambers, 1993; Cullinan & Galda, 1994; 
Dilidüzgün, 2003; Harkrader & Moore, 1997; Kragler & Nolley, 1996; Lehr, 1988; Lukens, 2007; Norton & Norton, 
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2006; Rudman, 1994; Sever, 2008; Swartz & Hendricks, 2000; Timion, 1992; Tucker, 1991) determining the 
indicators of good quality books in CL are that books have to a) be written to support the children’s creativity skills, 
linguistic, cognitive and personality development in a positive way, b) meet the children’s needs and interests, c) 
encourage them to gain a reading habit and reading culture. As can be seen from this classification, children’s books 
have to be prepared by a child-centered approach which allows freedom for children to think, experience, explore, 
question and search for answers.  
Although various descriptions (see above) related to the indicators of good quality books have been used in the 
literature, it can be seen that we have also limited concrete knowledge about how good quality books can be 
separated from the others. In a relation to this issue, to eliminate this knowledge-complexity, researchers (Aslan, 
2008; Demircan, 2006; Dilidüzgün, 2003; Güneş, 2000; Kaplan, 2005; Özkan, 2001; Sever & Aslan, 2008; Sever, 
2007, 2008) suggested a term of Principle of Suitability for Children (PSC) to determine the good quality books 
according to their structural features. PSC is defined as writing for children in children’s reality in general, and as 
organizing the contents of internal and external structure features of books according to children’s interests and 
needs, in particular (Aslan, 2008; Demircan, 2006; Dilidüzgün, 2003, Dogan, 2011; Sever & Aslan, 2008; Sever, 
2007, 2008). As can be seen from the definition, PSC consists of two main subtitles; a) Internal structural features 
(e.g., topic\message, character, language, conflict, coincidence, sentimentality, curiosity and visualizations in books, 
b) External structural features (e.g., the consistency of front, book and back pages of books, shapes and the sheet 
quality of books). Researchers emphasized that authors have to take into account of PSC in their writing process and 
modify their books in terms of their internal and external structural features according to the recommended age-
range of the children (Harkrader & Moore, 1997; Kragler & Nolley, 1996; Lehr, 1988; Lukens, 2007; Swartz & 
Hendricks, 2000; Timion, 1992; Tucker, 1991).   
On the other hand, researchers emphasized that both parents and educators have also crucial responsibilities (e.g., 
being as a good role-model for their child or encouraging them to read, etc.) for making children as sensitive readers 
in their future lives (Dilidüzgün, 2003; Sever, 2008). According to the literature, it was seen that the most critical 
periods to have a sufficient reading habit are early ages including the period between the early childhood and first 
four years of formal education and, as known, in that period parents and educators are the most decisive ones. Sever 
(2008) also pointed that these ages are very distinctive to be a sensitive reader for all children in terms of both 
learning new language and knowledge related to the external world and continuing a formal education process. 
Thus, he emphasized that in this period, teachers and parents have to notice the book selection in terms of their 
suitability for their children. 
As a consequence, according to the explanations above, the book selection procedure is seen to be one of the most 
preferential issues in children’s literature. Although numerous studies to determine the criteria of book selection 
were conducted, only limited number of them provided some objective measurements (like tools, scales and 
questionnaires, etc.) to assist the parents and the teachers with separating the good quality books from the others. 
Moreover, although a various range of research (e.g., Aslan, 2008; Aslantas, 2003; Ataseven & Inandı, 2000; 
Bozdag, 2000; Demircan, 2006; Doğan, 2011; Dögen, 2003; Güneş, 2000; Gürkan & Gökçe, 2000; Kuzu, 2002; 
Sever & Aslan, 2008; Tekin, 2000) examining the suitability of the trade books in children’s literature was 
conducted in Turkey, none of them has any objective measurements to simply the educator’s and parent’s work. Due 
to this condition, first of all it can be seen that there is a need to increase the number of these studies and to develop 
objective measurements to separate the good quality books from the others. For this necessity, the present study was 
designed to develop a scale of Principle of Suitability for Children (PSCS) which is one of the most important and 
critical points in both book selection in CL and making the child as a sensitive reader in his/her future life.  
2. Method 
2.1. Participants 
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The participants consist of 245 teachers (126 of them working in general education classes and 119 of them are 
working in kindergarten classes), who work in the province of Ankara and Eskisehir during the educational year of 
2012-2013 in Turkey. The distribution of these participants by their demographic information was given at Table 1. 
Table 1. Participant distribution by their demographic information 
 
Type of Classes 
 
N (%) 
  
Gender 
  
Age Range 
  
Work Experience Range 
 
   M F  24-35 36-45 46-..  1-5 6-10 11-… 
G. C 126(48)  89 37  24 59 43  8 12 106 
K. C 119(52)  113    6  94  24 1  41 47 31 
Total 245(100)            
G.C = General Education Classes 
K.C = Kindergarten Classes 
2.1.1. Data collection 
“Principle of Suitability for Children Scale (PSCS)”, which has been developed by the researchers and aims to 
determine the opinions of the teachers with regard to principle of suitability for children, was used in the study in 
order to collect data. PSCS was composed of 35 items under two independent factors: a) “Internal Structural 
Features” and b) “Formal Structural Features”. Internal Structural Features consists of 17 items regarding to 
topic\message, character, language, conflict, coincidence, sentimentality and curiosity used in books and aims to 
evaluate the opinions of the teachers with regard to these internal structural features of books. On the other hand, 
Formal Structural Features consists of 18 items regarding to the visualizations, consistency of front, book and back 
pages of books, shapes and the sheet quality of books and aims to evaluate the opinions of the teachers with regard 
to these formal structural features of books. PSCS is based on a scale of 1 to 5, and the responses vary between “1-
least” and “5-most”.  
During the course of developing PSCS, first of all, to indentify the elements of internal and external structural 
features of books, a wide literature review was made. Secondly, due to this literature review, authors grouped all the 
related research according to their testing procedure (like using tools, scales, interviews, questionnaires, etc.) and 
listed whole items which were used in these researches for examining the structural features of books. Thirdly, 
authors categorized the listed items with regarding to their contents under the two main subtitles (internal and formal 
structural features) and corrected their expressions in terms of the linguistic features of the read language. Lastly, 
they placed all the potential items (n: 58) in a table format and sent it to three independent experts to evaluate the 
content validity of PSCS. The experts evaluated each items in PSCS in terms of its importance in children’s 
literature. With regard to content validity of PSCS, the majority of items (84 %) in the scale were found to be very 
important by all three experts and according to their evaluations, only the items (n: 49) which were agreed to be 
necessary by all of them, were included in PSCS to take the opinions of the teachers participated in this study. 
2.1.2. Data Analysis 
Data analysis includes an evaluation of validity and reliability of PSCS. First of all, the opinions of teachers 
regarding to principle of suitability for children were collected with PSCS. Then, to examine the factor structure and 
reliability of PSCS, explanatory factor analyses and the inner-consistency of whole scale and its sub factors, split-
half and test re-test reliability scores were calculated after a data transfer to SPSS for Windows 17.0. 
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3. Results 
In order to test the validity and reliability of PSCS, the data was analyzed in two steps; (a) we conducted an 
explanatory factor analysis for examining the factor structure of PSCS, (b) we calculated the inner-consistency of 
whole scale and its sub factors, split-half and test re-test reliability scores for determining the reliability of PSCS. 
3.1. Validity analyses 
Before conducting the factor analysis of PSCS, firstly, the Kaiser-Mayer Olkin (KMO) measurement of sample 
adequacy and Barlett’s test were calculated to determine the fitness of the data for factor analysis.  The results 
obtained from KMO (.88) and Barlett’s test (p<.01) showed a strong indication of sampling adequacy and suggested 
that the data supplied by the scale was appropriate for factor analysis. Then, according to these results an 
explanatory factor analysis was decided to conduct for determining the validity of PSCS.  
3.1.1. Explanatory factor analysis 
In order to test the factor structure of PSCS, the explanatory factor analysis was conducted in the present study.  
Firstly, the principle component factor analysis and then the warimax rotation were administered orderly to 
determine the number of separate components under the appropriate number of factors. Based on an examination of 
the scree plots and rotation matrices for each items, a two factor structure was determined to be the best overall 
descriptor of PSC. The explanatory factor analysis was started with 49 items in total. Then the 14 items were 
subsequently removed either for being low factor loading values or high factor loading values in multiple factors 
and etc.  As a result of these analyses, it was disclosed that PSCS consists of 35 items under two independent factor 
structures named as Internal Structural Features (17 items) and Formal Structural Features (18 items). The factor 
structures and loadings of 35 items in PSCS were given in Table 2. As can be seen at the table, the value of the 
factor loadings of 35 items under two independent factors vary in a range of .72 to .34.  
Table 2. Factor analysis results of PSCS 
 
Formal Structural Features Internal Structural Features 
1 ,726 19 ,686 
2 ,720 20 ,621 
3 ,706 21 ,603 
4 ,678 22 ,583 
5 ,673 23 ,578 
6 ,643 24 ,574 
7 ,640 25 ,568 
8 ,623 26 ,568 
9 ,620 27 ,566 
10 ,617 28 ,554 
11 ,594 29 ,517 
12 ,586 30 ,507 
13 ,585 31 ,488 
14 ,585 32 ,479 
15 ,502 33 ,397 
16 ,493 34 ,371 
17 ,490 35 ,343 
18 ,427   
3.2. Reliability analyses 
The reliability of PSCS was evaluated by calculating the followings: (a) the inner consistency of whole scale and 
its sub factors, (b) split-half reliability score, (c) test-retest reliability score of PSCS.  
Initially, the inner consistency and split half scores of PSCS were calculated with 35 items under two 
independent sub-factors (see at Table 3). Secondly, the test-retest reliability score of 52 participants who accepted to 
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fill the scale again two weeks later after the first application, was calculated with Pearson Correlation Coefficient 
(see Table 3). As can be seen at the table, all the reliability scores of PSCS were found to be very high. Thus, the 
calculated reliability scores demonstrate that the scale has a high level of reliability. 
 
Table 3. Reliability analysis results of PSCS 
 
 Cronbach alpha Test-Retest Correlation Coefficients Split-half 
PSCS (overall) 
 
,91 
 
,66 ,90 
1. Formal Structural 
Features 
2. Internal Structural 
Features 
1st factor  
 
.90 
2nd factor 
 
.84 
 
4. Conclusion 
This study was aimed to develop a scale of PSCS which is one of the most important factors in children’s literature 
for both separating the good quality books and confronting them with the children according to their needs and 
interests. For this aim, the opinions of 245 teachers from two different branches were collected in order to analyze 
the validity and the reliability of this scale. According to the results gathered from these analyses, it can be seen that 
all the calculated scores for the validity and reliability of PSCS observed to have an adequate level. Based on these 
findings, we can say that PSCS can be used in evaluating the suitability of the books used in children’s literature in 
terms of the principle of suitability for children. Finally, there are some limitations in this study, which needs to be 
taken into consideration. PSCS’s validity and reliability analyses were based on the data collected from a limited 
amount (245 individuals) of teachers. It is therefore suggested that future studies evaluate the opinions of teachers of 
greater quantity and diversity (branch teachers, secondary education teachers, etc.) with regard to book selection in 
children’s literature according to the principle of suitability for children.  
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